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A Living Art Show |

A Living Art Show,
(Adapted from "Art Heritage of

Nepal' an artigle writ
and published in Lookeast ma

tenby C.J.G
gazine)

The valley of Kathmang
of art and design that exist
shows imaginable.

Nepal has long been famous for quality work. |n the past, beautify|
bronzes were made, not only for the home market, but for export or sale
to pilgrim tourists. Today, €Xquisite bronze images of the gods and god-
desses of the Hindu and Buddhist Pantheons are still fashioned and sold.

Early Chinese traveller '

S marvelled at Nepales
richly decorated temples, palaces an

U is one of the most toncentrated repositories
In the world; it is one of the greatest living art

> ighbouring Tibet and
from thence to China in the ninth century.

The bronze-casters, scrol| painters and silversmj

valley were responsible for taking their art to Ti

decades ago, many Nepali artists were working i
for the local market,

The arts of Nepal, with the carving, are still very much
alive, and in the cities of the valley, master craftsmen, artisans and artists
are still fashioning masterpieces, following traditions and using techniques
that in many cases stretph back well over a thousand years. _

Large areas of the city of Patan are given over to the production of art
works, and for the adventurous visnorlwﬁh an interest in arts and crafts,
there is always an excellent opportunity to see artists and craftsmen at
work in their houses

ths of the Kathmandu
bet, and until 3 couple of

n Tibet supplying art works
exception of stone

tage of Nepal, His Majesty's Government
has banned the export of antiques of all kinds, but for those wlth taste and
interest, there are many beautiful objects and treasures to buy in the bazaarsI
of Kathmandu, Patan and Bhaktapu_r. Many new bronzes and scrol
paintings have been “antiqued”, and in such cases it is better to get a
museum clearance from the Dep

artment of Archaeology, near the main
gate of the Singha Durbar in Kathmandu.
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A worship many gods and godd
B believe in only one god. goddesses.

C are worshippers of idols.
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+ Exoiain each expression as it is used in the pa D are not religious at all. :
h (a) concentrated reposilones . 4. Nepalese architecture can be described as ﬂ
(o) qualiy work (L 4) A plain.
ome market (/. lctonal.
@ pignm ‘0“':7“';)(’ %) G hodemisti:
(6) panthects oned 7 D omate. |
(g) the pagoda sty ' 1. 15) 5. Which of these statements is false?
(h) were responsible for (I N T s R lse?
(i) stretch back (I (:;12)2) L thlura @ architect Amiko originated the pagoda style of
' iven over (/. L
g{) $;Ieega|;3ent of tolhll’is?l1 gs-;ﬂ's) B Q l::‘eep%:gzz erl‘rschltect Introduced the pagoda style of architecture
timulus (/. )
{27) ?:tbgﬂfaif“ae:s“’a methods (1. 28) C The pagoda style of architecture was introduced into China in the
(n) a limited edition (/. 32) ninth century. .
(o) national heritage (1. 33) D The pagoda style of architecture spread to China by way of Tibet s
(p) a museum clearance (/. 38) | | | :
2. Give a synonym for each word as it is used(’n;gl;)a passage. 6. ;th:g :; t:: r:?r:IQOWIng art forms is no longer nourishing in Nepal?
- copied (/. |
(a) images (/. 6) Fg) baﬁned (1. 34) B Wood-carving
(b) gods (/. 6) (h) flourished (/. 41) C Scroll painting
fﬁj g:?;cfr?ttugt; gl) 24) (i) mighty (I. 44) D Carpet weaving

i 1. 46
(e) demand (/. 27) (i} Wnger(.46) 7. In the city of Patan,

A there are few artists and craftsmen.

B one cannot satisfy one's interest in Nepalese arts and crafts.
C one can visit artists and craftsmen and see them at work.

B In sach case, choose the best answer.

1. According to the passage, the valley of Kathmandu D one is lucky if one comes across any artistic activity.
A is a world-famous tourist resort. ’ |
B is a haven for budding artists. . 8. According to the passage, tounsm _
C contains treasures beyond one’s imagination. A made it necessary to mechanize the production of much-demanded

D contains many examples of Nepalese art and design. items.




increased production of Nepalese art works.
ffect on the qualty of Nepalese art works.
dous increase In the prices of high quality items.

B led tothe
C hada harmfui e

D caused atremen

rt work from Nepal 18
A exactly iike others of the same kind.
B easily obtainable anywhere in the world.

C very expensive.
D unusual.

A piece of a

statements is false?
kinds are banned from export.
d as antiques.

have been classifie
t of the country, one must get

B Som
C To take “antiq
clearance from a museum.

D The purpose of banning the
national heritage.

export of antigues 1S to preserve the

¢ Answer these questions in your own «words.
s the “living art show” in the valley of Kathmandu consist of?
examples from the passage.

1. What doe
e? How did it affect early

lllustrate your answer with
2 What characterizes Nepalese architectur

Chinese visitors to the country?
China and Tibet ben

3. How did neighbouring
What was Tibet's contribution to Nepalese art?

4. What has been done to preserve the national heritage of Nepal? How
can “antiqued” objects be taken out of the country legally?

efit from the Nepali artists?

D For further work and discussion
1. What factors do you think influence a people to produce beautiful works

of art?
2. In the context of your country, what ex
age”?

you regard as part of the national herit
3. The Gurkhas are Nepalese. Find out what they are famous for.
4. Many Nepali artists worked in Tibet until about twenty years ago. Why

do you think they left then?
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