To Preserve or To Destrgy?
(From an article in Wildlife, Wonder Woriqg Encycigp;dias}

Every form of human activity s
area unceasingly and unavgi PSels or changes the wild life complex of the

dably. Man has destroyed many forms i
. of wild
life for no reasonable Purpose. Small sections of tﬁe commyunity, for their

E?Seg?;?;'ﬁ:éﬁSR;ng% have destroyed many things of general interest.
q i Man to make grave blunders in land use, habitat 5
estruction, and the extermination of many forms of wild life.

In his everyday life, man’s attitude is determined in the main by purely
practical considerations; ethical or moral considerations come afterwards
Looked at in this way, the di o : :

! Y, In€ disappearance from Britain of such animals as
the wolf and wild boar can be more easily understood. In our intensively 10
cultivated and over-populated country there was no room for such large
mammals, the one a predator of big livestock and the other a pest to agri-
culture. Thus man’s first attitude to animals is the result of their effect on
his own survival, or what he considers to be their effect on his survival.

Then there is his concern with sport. The animals he sets aside for this 15
purpose are given special protection and war is waged unceasingly on any
other creatures that may be a danger to them. This creates many problems
and man has made serious errors in his destruction of predators. Until
recent years all hawks and falcons were destroyed as “vermin” by game
preservers. This meant the destruction of kestrels, which are useful to the 20
farmer; it meant the destruction of owls, which are useful to the farmer:
so here you had sport acting against the interests of food production. The
tragedy of all this is that all the killing of predators did not in any way
improve man'’s sport. It has been clearly shown by modern research that
eagles, hawks, falcons and predatoryhmammals have not the slightest effect 25
on the nu rs of game birds anywhere. :

B;am?g;eaking, man wages war against the creatures which he con-
siders harmful, even when his warfare makes little or no difference to the
numbers of his enemies. And he encourages those creatures which b
useful, even though their attacks on pests make little difference :tqt de 30
numbers of those pests. It would be true to say, therefore, that our attitude

- ' and to many of our predatory animals,
to song-birds, to most birds of preyeither been proved useful or of no con-

' t they have ! -
22332 ngEg]heeia\i :rhfaro o tﬁis, we have developed the idea of conservation
which means preserving what we have left of our heritage of wild life ?‘d”d 35
even finding room for rarities which may do a little damage on the side.
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> Lt de to some animals and birds arises from the fact t

(e) :-ﬂ:; i:\:‘éu:ijther been proved useful or of no consequence. that

() The idea of conservation means presgwing what we have left of
our heritage of wild life and even _findlng room for rarities which
may do a little damage on the side.

m for each word as it is used in the passage.

(f) effect (I. 14)

) concern (/. 15)

2. Give a synony
(a) reasonable (/. 3)

(b) extermination (/. 6)
(c) understood (/. 10) (h) Broadly (. 27)
(d) room (I. 11) () encourages (. 29)

(e) result (l. 13) () true (I.31)

B 'lnﬂdl ma.nllmthe best answer.
1. The writer thinks that every form of human activity
A is_bound to interfere with the life and interrelationships of all the
jmld animals in the area.
B s bound to result in the extinction of all the plants and animal
the area.
g will eventually lead to serious mistakes in land use€.
illustrates man's selfishness and thoughtlessness.

sin

2. Lhe main _point made in the first paragraph is that
B E:ﬂ 'S a creature of expediency.
8 mans basically sefish in his attitude to wild lfe g
the de;ts:ﬂoqs activities have harmed the environment and cal®
D ction of many forms of wild life.

all wi i
wild life face extermination because of man.




Man’g attitude to animals
% h!s moral principles,
= glsﬁleai{ and distrust of various animals.
. thge e# ural and pc_upulation considerations.

ect any particular animal has on his own survival,

Is governed mainly by

‘the one” in line 12 refers to
A big livestock.

B large mammals.

C the wolf.

D the wild boar.

In the third paragraph, “vermin” refers specifically to
A hawks and falcons.

B kestrels and owls.
C game animals and birds.
D all predators.

Pick out the true statement from the four given.

A The Kkilling of predators has improved man’s sport.

B Birds of prey control the numbers of game birds in existence.
C Man’s destruction of predators has had some bad effects on his
D

food production.
The numbers of game birds anywhere are affected by predatory

mammals.

In his concern with sport, man has given special favourable considera-

tion to :
A game birds and animals.

B wolves and wild boars.
C kestrels and owls.

D vermin.

If an animal or bird is of “no consequence” to man, it is likely to be

A preserved.
B annred or even destroyed.

' imal.
C agame bird or anima
D given special protection.

“he idea of conservation” has for its objective
A the preservation of wild life.
B the extermination of wild life.



d life.

dy of wil
C the study id life.

p the hunting of W

ents is correct? :
mful creatures if he finds hig

' these statem '

o f hlrf!hazfceases to wage war against har
efforts do not reduce their nurpbers.

B Man encourages creatures which are use

the numbers of harmful animals. _

Because so few wild creatures are left, man wishes to preserve all

sorts of animals, whether they are useful or not.
Man wishes to exterminate harmful creatures and preserve only

those which are useful.

ful only when they reduce
C
D

C Summary
in the passage, write a paragraph of about

Using the information given
150 words on the factors governing the relationship between man and
ds as far as possible.

. animals. You are advised to use your own wor

D For further work and discussion

1. “Man is the most adaptable of all animals and the most able to colonize
almost any type of habitat, from the Arctic to the Equator.” What makes
man so? Share your ideas with the class.

2. “The simple physical act of farming di
. g disrupts a itat.” :
is done. Are all the effects bad? Sunportpyour Ziz‘tufet;' 7

3. “Expedi
hab?tzt l:::gu I:;i :ﬁ:ndleﬁ man to make grave blunders in land use,
, and the extermination of many forms of wild life.”

Give some illustratio '
ns of this by referri |
world. (Some research is nece«s'}fs:-]rf;/a I)ang = mesaound e
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