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Moby Dick; or, the Whale
By Herman Melville

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.
1 stuffed a shirt or two into my old carpet.bag, tucked it under my arm, and started
for Cape Horn and the Pacific. Quitting the good city of old Manhatto, | duly
arrived in New Bedford. It was a Saturday night in December. Much was |
disappointed upon learning that the little packet for Nantucket had already sailed,
and that no way of reaching that place would offer,till the following Monday. For
my mind was made up to sail in no other than a Nantucket craft, because there
was everything connected with that famous old island. Besides though New
Bedford has of late been gradually monopolising the business of whaling, yet
Nantucket was her great original the Tyre of this Carthage; the place where the
first dead American whale was stranded.

Now having a night, a day, and stil another night following before me in New
Bedford, ere I could embark for my destined port, it became a matter of concern
‘where | Was to eat and sleep meanwhile. It was a very dark and cold night. | had
Sounded my pocket, and only brought up a few pieces of silver, so, wherever you
o, Ishmael, said | to myself, as | stood in the middie of a dreary street
shouldering my bag. With halting steps | paced the streets, and passed the sign
of “The Crossed Harpoons" but it looked too expensive. Further on, from the
bright red windows of the “Sword-Fish Inn,” there came such fervent rays, that it
seemed to have melted the packed snow and ice from before the house. Too
‘expensive, again thought I, pausing one moment to watch the broad glare in the
street, go on, Ishmael, said I. So on | went. | now by instinct followed the streets.
that took me waterward. Presently | came to a smoky light proceeding from a low,
‘wide building, the door of which stood invitingly open So, entering, the fist thing
1did was to stumble over an ash-box in the porch. However, | picked myself up
and opened a second door. It seemed the great Black Parliament sitting in
Tophet. It was a Negro church; and the preacher’s text was about the blackness
of darkness, and the weeping and wailing there. Ha, Ishmael muttered I, backing
out, Wretched entertainment at the sign of “The Trap!™

Answer the questions.
1. Whatis the main idea of the passage?

2. Underline the most important information in each paragraph.
3. Write a summary. Tell what is most important.
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