Writing: Part 1 (Directed Writing) Total Marks 20 |
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Q1 Select any ONE of the topics from the following. [_/20]

Write a fetter to your friend who lives in another country and in your letter include the following.

[150-180 words)
e invite him/her to a cultural event in your country

e describe the cultural event

« explain about other plans you have for your friend when he/she will visit
Start your letter with ‘Dear friend/Dear (Name)’

OR

Your school has been given a sum of money in order to improve the school library. Your Principal

has asked you, as a member of the Student Council, to write a report on the best way to spend

this money. Write your report. You must include the following: [150-180 words]

e why the library needs improving
e what you think should be done first and why
e how students and the school would benefit

OR

-

Your school is situated close to a drill manufacturing factory which causes the noise, pollution
and blocks the roads near your school Write an article to editor of the local newspaper,

highlighting the importance of a peaceful environment for studies and a clear passageway.

Write your article including the following: {150-180 words]

details of the noise, pollution and the blockage of the roads caused by the factory
e how your studies are affected

what should the newspaper do to help the community
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Writing: Part 2 (Creatlvé Writing)

Total Marks 30

Q.2 Select any ONE of the topics from the following. [__/30]

imagine a reunion with three friends from your school days in 10 years' time. How will your lives

have changed? [180-200 words])
OR

Describe the possession that matters most to you and explain why you would never be prepared

to part with it. [180-200 words]
OR

“You are travelling on a bus, suddenly you see a stranger looking at you. He/She is wearing a

locket that looks exactly like yours and the same hair, features and looks. Aware that you have

noticed he/she gets off the bus but you are in pursuit..” Write a story using the aforesaid

beginning. [180-200 words]
OR

Describe the best meal that you ever had with a group of people, including details of the place,

the atmosphere, the food and highlight that made it to stand out. [180-200 words]




B
ot et S ————
et e
e

| SectionB Reading: Part 1 (Unseen Passage) Nelel Mot |

When he first began, the best thing about my dad working as an astronauti for NAS|A -‘;(emed to
be that he would leave me alone. We had always clashed: he called me a "smart aleck,” and all
he appeared to care about was whether or not | did my science an'd math homework. | could be
out late, going to parties, and getting into trouble, and he wouldn't even bat an e.ye 50 long as |
finished my chemistry homework. Meanwhile, | was terrible at both math and science; my best
grades were in English.

About five years ago, he was put on an assignment to go up to the International Space Station
and do some repairs along with a team from China. He was very excited about it and had to get
in really good shape to prepare for the “mission,” as he called it. He and my mom would wake up
early, before my brother or I, and go on long runs. He lost quite a lot of weight, and relatively
quickly.

| would bug? him about the mission at dinner, asking questions like, “So_how will you even
communicate with the rest of the team? You don’t speak Chinese,” and, “What happens if you're

fixing something up there in space, and something messes up, and you get cut off from the space
station?”

He would just smile knowingly, smirk? at my mom

and ask if | had finished my physics homework
yet.

The truth of it was that | was kind of jealous of him How many people get to go up to space and
see Earth from such an incredible perspective? Can you even imagine being thrust up into the

atmosphere in a metal box? Being so far away from vour own planet, but also so close to it that
you feel like you could hold it in your hand?

But my dad made things difficult, and by the time the
ready to see him go.

“Be good, Jason,” he said, giving me a one
“You 100,” | mumbled.

“Take care of your mom and brother ”

day of his launch came | was more than

armed hug in a room off the launch site

I nodded, and he moved on to kiss Timothy's forehead

We had said our actyal goodbyes the night before, at a big party that my mom had

e ha . thrown for
hirm with all his family and friends. She’d made burgers on the gril, an

d barbecued some steaks —

p rlope, telling me not 10 open it
until after | got home from the launch

My mom was crying, and my dad pressed her shoulder
“But just call Nadene if you're worried at all *
about to watch someone fly 4P into space to
# chipboard pressed to her chost

TH gt in touch as soon as 1 can * he sl
He gestured® acroes the roorn of faribes

Wi eere
where Nadene the farmily
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corner.

“What do you think they’re talking abouyt?” | said.

Timothy shrugged, staring intently at the cards in his hand.

One of the women moved to the side to let My mom into their circle, and gave her a big hug.

| couldn’t hear much, so | turned back to my cards and reflected on how nice it was to have some
downtime without being asked about my algebra exam.
When it was time for the launch, the crowd in the family room moved toward the big windows
facing the site. There was a loud roaring sound, and the shuttle was fired up. Smoke burst from
the bottom as it slowly lifted off the ground. Everyone in the room started clapping, but there
was so much noise outside that | couldn’t even hear the sounds. Everything looked surreal inside
the room—the people’s faces lit up orange and red, their eyes wide, as they watched their loved
ones disappear.
We were quiet on the way home. It was kind of difficult to ignore my mom, who had tears
streaming down her face, but she didn't seem to want to talk to us, and just snapped if | asked if
there was anything | could do.

When we got home, my mom called Aunt Lisa, and Timothy turned on his baseball video game.
'm not sure he really understood the magnitude®of what was going on, that our dad was
hundreds of miles above us and wouldn't be coming home for two whole weeks.

| went to my room and sat on my bed, staring at the little white envelope that my dad had given
me the night before. It had seemed so incongruous then, just a silly note my dad had passed to
me while | was trying to fall asleep. But now it seemed more important, in a way. He was on a
Crazy adventure—what if he didn’t come back? This was a possibility | had not considered at all
in the months and years leading up to his launch, but now it hit me in a very real way

| put the envelope under my pillow and stared at the ceiling This was going to be a long two
weeks

That night, dinner was quiet. My mom ordered in some pizza, and we all just kind of picked at it.
“What do you think Dad is eating for dinner?” Timothy asked

“Prabably some sort of frozen meat powder,” | said

Mam raised her eyebrows and shrugged. &

't0ok a big bite of pizza, finishing the slice. “May | please be excused ™ | asked. ‘ s

When my mom nodded. a bit dejected, | threw the paper plate away and haém ISR 10 vy
"oom. | pulled the envelope out from under the pillow and thought sbout whether to apen it |
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Q3

ii.

Read the following questions carefully and encircle the correct option. [5)
What assignment or "mission” is Jason's dad put on? -
A. building a shuttle for NASA that can fly astronauts to Mars and back

B. traveling to the moon and taking photos of its surface

C. traveling to China and training a team of astronauts there

D. going up to the International Space Station and making repairs

Whose perspective is this story told from? 1 11}
A. Timothy's perspective

B. the perspective of Jason's dad

C. Jason's perspective
D

. the perspective of Jason's mom

Based on this information, what can you conclude about how Jason feels toward his dad
at the beginning of the story? /1]
A. Jason is fearful and distrustful of his dad

B. Jason does not get along well with his dad

C. Jason gets along well with his dad

D. Jason feels a lot of respect and admiration for his dad

Read these sentences from the text . e

He was on a crazy adventure —what if he didn’t come back? This was a possibiity | had
not considered at all in the months and years leading up to his launch. but now it hit me
in a very real way. Why might the author have used the verb “hit” here ?

A. toimply that Jason should have treated his dad with more kindness in the months and
years leading up to the launch

B. to hint that Jason’s dad is uniikely to return from his “crazy adventure”

C. toconvey the force and suddenness of Jason’s realization that his dad mght not come

back

D. to suggest that Jason slaps his hand on his forehead when he realires Phat s dogt may



Q.4

What is the theme of this story?

A. honesty is the best policy /1]
B. the sky is the limit.

C. absence makes the heart grow fonder

D. early bird catches the worm

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions. (20]

a. Asthe story goes on, Jason becomes worried about his dad. What evidence from the text

supports this conclusion?

/2]

b. Based on this evidence, explain why the note now seems more important to Jason. /3]

€. inyour opinion what might be the content of the note Jason’s father left him (72}

d. Suggest & suitable title for this extract
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Match the words with their appropriate meanings and write your answer in column C. [__/5]

L Meaning Column C
i' As_tronaut a. rE|at|VE importance 1'
Hf; bug b. show, express or direct through nonverbal cues 2.
3. smirk c. a person trained to travel in a spacecraft 3.
4. gestured d. smile in an irritatingly or silly way. 4.
5. Magnitude e. annoy 5
Change from direct to indirect speech. [__/4]
i. “So how will you even communicate with the rest of the team? You don’t speak Chinese,”
il. “What do you think they're talking about?” | said.
ili. “What do you think Dad is eating for dinner?” Timothy asked.
iv. May | please be excused?” | asked
8- ldentify two phrasal verbs in the passage and use them in a sentence [_/2)




Q.5 Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions. [25)

a. What were the terms of the agreement? /2]
b. Why did Bilbo feel brave after killing the giant spider? /2]
c. What did Beorn tell about the stream in the forest? /2]
d. Why were the dwarfs expensive to keep? /2]

e. What did the Master say to Thorin about regaining his claim? [_/2)
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rhorin and Company to Burglar Bilbo greeting! For your hospitality our sincerest thanks, and for

your offer of professional assistance our grateful acceptance. Terms: cash on delivery, up to and
aot exceeding one fourteenth of total profits (if any); all traveling expenses guaranteed in any

event; funeral expenses to be defrayed by us or our representatives, if occasion arises and the

matter is not otherwise arranged for.

georn said, “Water they would not need to carry this side of the forest, for there were streams
and springs along the road. “But your way through Mirkwood is dark, dangerous and difficult,”
‘he said. “Water is not easy to find there, nor food. | will provide you with skins for carrying water,
and | will give you some bows and arrows. But | doubt very much whether anything you find in
Mirkwood will be wholesome to eat or to drink. There is one stream there, | know, black and
strong which crosses the path. That you should neither drink of, nor bathe in; for | have heard

that it carries enchantment and a great drowsiness and forgetfulness. And in the dim shadows of

that place | don’t think you will shoot anything wholesome or unwholesome, without straying

from the path. That you MUST NOT do, for any reason. “That is all the advice | can give you...”

There was the usual dim grey light of the forest-day about him when he came to his senses. The
spider lay dead beside him, and his sword-blade was stained black. Somehow the killing of the

gant spider, all alone by himself in the dark without the help of the wizard or the dwarves or of

’ nyone else, made a great difference to Mr_ Baggins. He felta different person, and much fiercer

and bolder in spite of an empty stomach, as he wiped his sword on the grass and put it back into

s sheath. | will give you a name,” he said to it, “and | shall call you Sting

Tharin, of course, was really the grandson of the King under the Mountain, and there is ”o

tﬂnw'“! what a dwarf will not dare and do for revenge of the recovery of his own. But the Master
wal had turned

Was not sorry at all to let them go. They were expensive to keep, and their arriva

till “Let them go and bother Smaug,

g o 9 long holiday in which business was at 3 stands ’
orin Thrain's son Thear's son'™ wiss

"4 %e® how he weicomes them!” he thought. “Certainly, O Th



a6 Explain with reference to the context.

i. "But your way through Mirkwood is dark, dangerous and difficult.”

/2]

ii. “Let them go and bother Smaug...”

/2]

iii. Write down a synonym of the underlined words. L
a. hospitality

b. difficult S
€. enchantment .
d. bolder LR Ep it et R

€ Q7 Write a character sketch of Thorin. Describe his appearance and personality traits with

evidences from the novel. L/
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